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paid ; but they differed widely as to the time when
abolition should take place. The President of the
Conference urged that it should take place in 1925,
whilst two other Commissioners pressed for the
ist of January 1929. It is noteworthy that this
Conference, composed of officials with large and
intimate experience of the problem, should place it
on record that the importation of slaves from Liberia
was " not diminishing." After an exhaustive
examination of the situation, Sir Ransford Slater
recommended the following steps to Mr. Amery for
official sanction :
(a) That abolition be accelerated.                          ^
(&) That immediate emancipation, for various reasons,
should not be undertaken.
(c)  That no compensation should be paid,
(d)  That two new Bills should be passed, amending the
existing legislation.
Mr. Amery, in sanctioning these proposals and
approving the amending Ordinance, seems to have
felt that the phrase " legal status of slavery " was
open to the charge of ambiguity, for, writing to
the Governor, Sir Ransford Slater, on September
7, 1925, he pointed out that he had delayed sanc-
tioning the Ordinance untilcc he had had an oppor-
tunity of perusing the Report of the Temporary
Slavery Commission of the League of Nations/'
Mr. Amery pointed out that although the Tem-
porary Slavery Commission made no special refer-
ence to Sierra Leone in their report, yet